2020 has been an unusual year, and this year’s Children’s Day at CHIJ
Primary saw a very different celebration from the carnival atmosphere of
previous years.
Children’s Day at IJ has always been the highlight of the year, not only for
the girls, but for the parent volunteers as well. However, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, parent volunteers were not able to assist with
Children’s Day in school this year.
A number of school events this year had already been cancelled due to the
pandemic and the Central Parent Council (CPC) knew that the girls were
disappointed at missing these experiences. But they also knew that IJ girls
are resilient and will pick themselves up and bounce back in no time. Thus,
the theme for this year’s Children’s Day was born– IJ Girls Always Bounce
Back.
This year, the girls did not get to enjoy familiar items at the Children’s Day
carnival - bouncy castle, ice cream, glitter tattoos, game stalls, photo booth
and more. However, the CPC still wanted to do something for all the girls to
mark this special day and decided to give each girl a bag of goodies.

Items in the goodie bag reflected the theme. The
items were either round – cheese balls, Oreo
cookies, Wang Wang biscuit puffs; or bouncy –
marshmallows, cotton candy, stress ball. There was
only one item that did not fit the theme -ice lollies but the CPC added this as they knew that all the
girls love it!
A few parent volunteers got together one morning
to pack all the items into individual bags, one for
each girl. In line with the Government’s regulations,
it was limited to only 5 parent volunteers at the
home of one of the IJ parents.
It was a labour of love. 7 parents packed 7 items
into each bag, for 42 classes, packing a total of
1,330 goodie bags over 4 hours. And the results
were worth it – happy children with their goodie
bags on a special Children’s Day!

Magdalene Yip, mother of Ethel Goh, P5 Lily

