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EARLY LIFE
Nicolas Barré was born in Amiens, France on 21 October 1621, the
first-born and only son to Louis and Antoinette Barré. He grew up in
a wealthy merchant family and was educated at a Jesuit college in
his hometown. As a young child, he has a deep sense of God. When
one of his sisters fell ill, his strong faith in God and prayers led to her
recovery.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL
At the age of 19, he loved God so much that he joined the religious
order of the Minims founded by St Francis of Paola. In 1642, Nicolas
was ordained a priest. In 1659, when he was in Rouen, France, he
saw how the poorer families lived. Many of the children, especially
the girls, were illiterate and had no knowledge of God. Seeing the disparity in opportunities for
education between the rich and the poor, he was inspired to establish little schools to educate girls
of poor families.

SPREAD OF NICOLAS BARRÉ’S WORK
In 1662, Father Nicolas Barré, with the help of some young women, set up a school for girls in the
village near Rouen. Over the next four years, several more schools were established in and around
Rouen. These ‘Little Charitable Schools’ proved very successful and popular.
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In 1666, Father Nicolas Barré invited the women to form a community to continue this educative
work. In those days, educating the poor, especially girls, was frowned upon by society. The women,
in a spirit of total trust in God’s guidance, said a wholehearted ‘yes’ to this invitation. Thus, he began
a new religious congregation: the Charitable Mistresses of the Schools of the Holy Infant Jesus.
Father Nicolas Barré continued similar work in Paris with great success. Believing that each child
has potential and is unique, the children were taught with care and respect by the teachers who
became well-known for their expertise and gentle approach. More CHIJ schools multiplied and
spread across the world including Japan, Malaysia and Singapore.

CELEBRATION OF NICOLAS BARRÉ’S LIFE
Father Nicolas Barré suffered ill health in his later years and died at the age of 65 on 31 May 1686 in
France. On 7 March 1999, Father Nicolas Barré was beatified by Pope John Paul II. Blessed Nicolas
Barré’s heart for the education of the poor, especially girls, continues to be an inspiration to many
generations of CHIJ girls across cultures, background, races and religions. Through receiving an
education in CHIJ schools, all IJ girls are called to act justly with courage and compassion in their
lives with a priority to helping the disadvantaged in society.
In commemoration of this great man and what he has done, CHIJ Schools in Singapore celebrate
Founder’s Day on 31 May each year.
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After a long journey at sea, the four founding sisters of CHIJ (Singapore), Mother St Appolinaire,
Mother St Gaetan and Sr St Gregory arrived on Singapore shores. They immediately got to work
and established The Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus (CHIJ) at a house in the corner of Bras Basah
Road and Victoria Street.
Within ten days of arriving in Singapore, the sisters cleaned up the house and set up an orphanage
and a school. CHIJ started with 14 fee-paying pupils and a handful of orphans who received free
education, food and shelter.
Word spread about the work done by the sisters and CHIJ continued to grow, offering education
and shelter to the disadvantaged - orphans, abandoned children and the poor. By 1862, CHIJ had
145 pupils, of which 82 were entirely dependent on the sisters for their welfare. To support the poor
pupils, the sisters and the pupils sold needlework that they did by hand
CHIJ continued to make great progress. In 1881, CHIJ became a government-aided institution. CHIJ
now had the funds to build a bigger school so that they could take in more pupils.
In 1905, secondary education began and CHIJ continued to expand.
CHIJ implemented programmes to create an environment where each pupil could grow into a wellrounded individual.
Domestic Science and Needlework classes were started. CHIJ also made a bold move to introduce
sports and games, a progressive move for a girls’ school at that time.
Lay teachers joined the school staff where there were only nuns before. They taught Mathematics,
Geography and History.
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Sports and games also continued to form part of the IJ education, and Houses - red, green, blue and
yellow - were introduced and still continue till today !
Poetry, reading, debate, drama, music and singing also became regular features of school life.
All IJ girls were taught about Christ and Christian values. Prayer were said every morning and
afternoon and Catholic girls were taught Catechism after school. IJ girls grew in their faith and love
for God and became ladies of great character, serving others and meeting life’s challenges with God
as their shepherd.
In December 1941, the Japanese began to invade Southeast Asia, and Singapore was not spared
from bomb attacks. An air raid shelter was built near the CHIJ chapel to protect the pupils, orphans
and sisters of the convent. Singapore was heavily bombed, including the CHIJ convent. A bomb fell
right in between the chapel and the air raid shelter, narrowly missing both ! Miraculously, despite the
intense bombing, only a small number of people was injured and less than five people died.
After the war, life at CHIJ slowly returned to normal. Pupils and teachers drifted back to school
and classes resumed. As Singapore progressed, more emphasis began to be placed on academics
in the school system. Nevertheless, CHIJ continued to impart Christian values to her girls. IJ girls
were encouraged to help the less fortunate and many IJ girls volunteered their time in the CHIJ
orphanage.
The sixties and seventies saw huge changes in education as Singapore gained independence in
1965. Following independence, the PAP took control over all aspects of nation building, including
education. By 1964, a national curriculum was developed and all schools had to follow it. Despite
mounting academic pressures, CHIJ continued to place emphasis on ensuring that her girls were
educated in the Catholic faith, and prayer and loving service for others remained very much part of
the school culture.

4

The IJ History
In the 1980s, the government decided to relocate CHIJ from Victoria Street to Toa Payoh. While
the sisters and pupils were sad to leave Victoria Street, they knew that what was most important
was that the IJ Spirit lived in the hearts of each IJ teacher and pupil, and that no matter where the
school was, the IJ spirit would continue to live on.
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When CHIJ moved to Toa Payoh in 1983, the orphanage in Victoria street closed its doors.
Classes began at the new side in Lorong 1 Toa Payoh in January 1984. With the new school and
facilities, CHIJ could accommodate more pupils.
CHIJ continues to stay true to the Infant Jesus Sisters’ mission. Under the leadership of new principals,
CHIJ continues to bring hope and love to the community. CHIJ maintains a close relationship with
the community, regularly involving IJ girls in charity and voluntary work.
Today, we continue to live up to the CHIJ legacy of love with new visions, hopes and dreams.
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CHIJ Mission
The mission of a CHIJ School is the creation of
a Christ-centred school community where all work together
for the promotion of truth, justice, freedom and love,
with special reference to the needs of persons
who are disadvantaged in any way.

Our Vision
Empowered Girls; Inclusive Community

Our Purpose
CHIJ Connects… Ventures… Leads

Our Motto
Simple Dans Ma Vertu, Forte Dans Mon Devoir
(Simple in Virtue, Steadfast in Duty)
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• to express herself clearly and confidently
• to do the right thing
ourage
• to take responsibility for her actions

C
H

R
I
S
T

• to accept her mistakes and apologise
umility • willingness to learn from others (teachers and peers)
•
•
•
espect
•
•

school rules
friends/schoolmates
teachers/parents
environment
cultural/religious differences

• to do the right thing even when no one is looking
• to speak the truth even under difficult circumstances
ntegrity
• to be honest in what you do and say

• to stay focused and motivated to strive for excellence
teadfastness • to persevere when exploring new ways of learning

• to show love and care towards others
houghtfulness • to have the initiative to be kind and helpful to others
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Desired Outcomes of an IJ Education
At the end of a 6-year CHIJ education, our students will be:

Empowered

Courageous

Faces challenges with resilience
Stands up for what is right
Communicates her thoughts, opinions and ideas with passion and sincerity

Confident

Has a strong sense of self
Is self–directed in what she wants to achieve for her life, and the lives of
others
Steps out of her comfort zone and embraces change

Innovative

Has a mindset of inquiry
Innovates so as to make a positive difference to the lives of others
Supports all in her community, regardless of their differences

Inclusive IJ

Compassionate

Believes in the worth and dignity of each person
Is empathetic and sensitive to the feelings, thoughts, and experiences of
another
Actively contributes to the community, especially to the last, the least,
and the lost

Generous

Is attentive to the needs of the disadvantaged
Has a strong sense of service, and a deep conviction to help those in
need
Synergizes with others in a respectful manner

Collaborative
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Shares responsibilities and makes decisions for the betterment of the
community

The Total Curriculum develops and prepares the IJ Girl to be ready for the world; and to be responsible
members of the community who serve and support all who are in need. The changes in the External and
Educational Landscape, MOE Desired Outcome of Education, and the mission of CHIJ set the direction
for the Total Curriculum. Centred on values, the curriculum enables our students to acquire and deepen
our knowledge, develop skills and form habits and values that are relevant for the 21st century.
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The school’s signature programmes are customised and aimed to provide real – life and meaningful
contexts and settings for students to learn holistically.
Some examples of the school’s signature programmes where authentic learning has been experienced
are highlighted.

The Student Leadership Programme
The Student Leadership Programme is anchored on both the CHRIST values and 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People. Formal leadership training and opportunities aligned to the values-centred culture are
planned and conducted for student leaders such as the Prefects and members of the Class EXCO. These
are structured platforms in which the CHRIST values and 7HEP are explicitly taught and propagated.

The IJ Values Education Programme
The IJ Values Education Programme is designed to instil core values in the students. Each month, identified
values (CHRIST) such as Courage, Humility, Respect, Integrity, Steadfastness and Thoughtfulness are
explicitly taught to the students.
This is done through various programmes such as the Form Teacher Guidance Period (FTGP), Programme
for Active Learning (PAL), The Leader in Me (7 Habits) Programme, as well as in teachable moments in
all other subjects, with the use of stories and relevant articles.
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Student Well-Being Programme
Students who are in need of emotional support due to various reasons are identified and enrolled into
the appropriate programmes e.g. counselling for individual students or the IJ Wings Programme to help
students improve self-esteem etc.

Peer Support Programme
The Peer Support Programme was introduced where the main aim is that all staff and students
contribute collectively to a caring and supportive peer culture so that everyone feels respected, valued
and supported. Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of classes from Primary 2 to Primary 6 are trained
to be student peer supporters.

Values-in-Action (VIA) Programme
The school’s VIA programmes and activities is anchored by the Ready-Render-Reflect (R3) approach
that aims to build in pupils a strong sense of care and responsibility towards others and the community,
in particular to address the needs of persons who are disadvantaged in any way. Level-based VIA
programmes are aimed at providing VIA platforms and opportunities suitable to students’ abilities and
interests, and are aligned to developing civic - conscious and service-oriented dispositions.
Primary 1 and 2 programmes aim to instil a sense of responsibility, self-directedness and confidence.
Primary 3 and 4 programmes aim to develop collaborative and civic-conscious learners. Primary 5 and
6 programmes develop students to be service-oriented learners who serve the school and community.

Computer Skills Acquisition Programme (CSAP)
Besides the exposure to ICT through computer-based learning in class, all students from Primary 1
to Primary 6 will also acquire basic ICT skills. This will facilitate students’ use of ICT in class work
assignments.
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Dance & Gym Programmes
The Dance and Gym Programmes are offered to all Primary 1 and 2 students. The main objective of the
programmes is to develop poise, grace and confidence among the girls at an early age.
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Adventure-Based Learning
Primary 5 students develop confidence through the rigour and resilience in sports and adventure-based
activities when they attend a 3D2N Outdoor Adventure Camp. They are exposed to team-building and
individual physical activities that broaden their perspectives about personal challenges and team-play.

Life Skills @ IJ
To provide the students the opportunity to learn basic life skills, a school-wide programme is conducted
where each level focuses on a different area of skill. The skills are taught by Parent Volunteers and
supervised by teachers.

Programme for Active Learning (PAL)
PAL is one of the recommendations of the Primary Education Review and Implementation (PERI)
committee. It is an initiative to facilitate the all-rounded development of students. It consists of modules
of activities in two broad areas – Sports & Outdoor Education, and Performing & Visual Arts – which are
carried out as part of the formal curriculum in Primary 1 and 2. The PAL modules complement the PE,
Art and Music lessons in the curriculum.
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Dance Fest (Viva Spiritus)
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LEARNING JOURNEY

13

SPORTS DAY
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PR 1 PR 2 GAMES DAY

15

LAB ON WHEELS

16
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DRESS UP CHARACTERS

MUSHROOM PROJECT

17

CERAMIC CLASS

PR 1 PR 2 BUDDY PROGRAMME

18
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MOTHER TONGUE FORTNIGHT

19

LEARNING FESTIVAL
Pr 3 and Pr 6 Learning Festival

20

Pr 1 - Pr 2 Authentic Learning Experiences
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OUTDOOR LEARNING

21

ENTRPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMME
Pr 4 Entrepreneurship Programme
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IJ WINGS

23

LIFE SKILLS

24
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PROGRAMME FOR ACTIVE LEARNING

25

VALUES-IN-ACTION

Clean Buddy and Sewn with Love Programmes
Clean Buddy Programme
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Masks Sewn With Love

27

SENIORS’ CARNIVAL

28

Prefects’ Investiture
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STUDENT LEADERS

29

Class Exco Installation

30
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SPORTS AND ARTS PROGRAMME

31

ADVENTURE-BASED LEARNING
& ROAD SAFETY PROGRAMMES
Outdoor Education / Road Safety / Adventure-Based Learning
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SWIMSAFER PROGRAMME
Pr 3 SwimSafer Programme
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(CCAs)
The school adopts a broad - based approach for our Learning for Life programme. The varied
learning experiences cater to different interests and strengths. This approach enables students to
develop skills in their areas of interest, thereby developing in them a sporting habit for life and a
life-long passion in the arts. Our students are actively engaged during their CCAs. These are great
opportunities for the application of life skills in authentic experiences.

Co-Curricular Activities
(CCAs)

Co-Curricular Activities

An IJ student should strive to attain desirable affective and social values. She will develop to her
fullest potential lifetime recreational and health-related pursuits by participating in at least one
CCA.
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FENCING

NETBALL
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GYMNASTICS
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DANCE CLUB
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ATHLETICS
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BROWNIES

HANDBELLS
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CHOIR

42
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ART CLUB

43

GREEN CLUB
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Co-Curricular Activities
(CCAs)

CHESS
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MEDIA & PHOTOGRAPHY

46
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SWIMMING

47

TENNIS
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CHIJ has an acknowledged tradition of achieving spectacular performances by its pupils in the
Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE). The percentage of Mainstream and Foundation pupils
who have progressed to secondary school and the percentage of pupils eligible for the Four-Year
Secondary Stream have revealed a steady upward trend. CHIJ has recorded a high pass rate in all
subjects and equally high quality passes in all subjects. It has also surpassed the national average
in all subjects over the years and does particularly well in English Language, achieving at least 65%
quality passes over the years.
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While sustaining its age-old tradition in the education of girls, it has remained relevant to the
evolving modern day demands of formal education and has cultivated a holistic approach in its
educational thrust, which in turn has contributed to the total development of its pupils. In so doing,
it has manifested noteworthy outcomes.
Of significance are the school’s achievements in the cultural domain. Its choir, IJ CHORISTERS, has
earned a distinction rating over a number of years in the Singapore Youth Festival of the Ministry
of Education. The other cultural groups, the Handbells Ensemble, International Dance and Indian
Dance Groups have performed creditably well in the Music and Dance segment of the Singapore
Youth Festival. These achievements extended into the sports domain in which the school repeatedly
did well in tennis, swimming and artistic gymnastics.
At the social level, pupils are exposed to activities that help to develop a caring attitude towards
others. Under the Singapore Kindness Movement, CHIJ has been recognized as one of the “Friends
of Singa” for 12 consecutive years. The “Friends of Singa” label is bestowed on a school once it
has completed a kindness project in the school. For many years, CHIJ has joined other countries in
Singapore and elsewhere to provide stationery, clothes and books for the disadvantaged. Setting
the example of service to others, the prefects of the school hold a Bake and Craft Sale and donate
the proceeds to the IJ Homes for at-risk children and other disadvantaged youth. Teachers and
students have joined hands in safeguarding and enhancing the environment on a regular and
sustained basis for which the school has earned the Gold Award in the SEC-Starhub 3R Award in
2015 and My Captain Green Award in 2015. In 2016 and 2017, the school claimed the pinnacle Lotus
Award. The award was renamed the Vanda Ms Joaquim Award in 2018 and the school subsequently
received this award in 2018, 2019 and 2020.
CHIJ (Toa Payoh) has attained a perfect balance between the academic and the total formation
of its pupils. It will sustain this thrust in the development of its pupils in the academic and cultural
domains and strive to have them to be of service to others.
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SWIMMING

TENNIS
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GYMNASTICS

INTERNATIONAL DANCE

51

CHOIR

HANDBELLS
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VISUAL ARTS

CHESS
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COMMENDATION CEREMONY
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